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Graduate Student Opportunity: Begin developing an integrated pest management program for 

hemp. 

 

There is a graduate student opportunity in the Davis/Lord labs in the Department of Entomology at 

Louisiana State University.  We are seeking a MS-level graduate student to study the pests of hemp 

in open and closed agricultural settings in Louisiana. 

 

Background: Louisiana consists of a diversity of agricultural ecosystems including upland and 

bottomland forests, prairies, marshes, and coastal waters. Dominant agricultural commodities 

currently include timber, sugarcane, and soybean. Hemp, Cannabis sativa L., has recently received 

approval for production in Louisiana, and it is estimated that production will increase dramatically in 

the coming years. Presently, the arthropod pests of hemp produced in Louisiana are unknown, and 

studies must be undertaken to identify pests and pathogens likely to cause significant crop injury. A 

student will conduct an interdisciplinary study investigating the pests of numerous hemp cultivars in 

field and greenhouse settings utilizing a variety of sampling methods. Project components will 

include sampling strategy, identification, imaging, key/fact-sheet construction, and developing IPM 

best practices for industrial hemp production in Louisiana.  

 

Qualifications: A BS degree in Entomology or related field.  Interested students should have a 

strong interest in field crop entomology and taxonomy, preferably with some undergraduate research 

experience in one or both subdisciplines. Student should have good organizational skills, be willing 

to conduct fieldwork in Louisiana, and be a part of a dynamic lab group.  

 

Position Details: Student will be based in Baton Rouge, Louisiana and co-advised by Dr. Jeff Davis 

(field crop entomology, IPM) and Dr. Nathan Lord (insect systematics). Tuition remission will be 

granted, and a competitive stipend will be provided. Preferred start date: May/June 2020. 

 

How to apply: Prospective students should email a statement of interest and CV to Jeff Davis 

(JeffDavis@agcenter.lsu.edu) or Nathan Lord (nlord@agcenter.lsu.edu). Full application details for 

the Department of Entomology can be found here, and the LSU Graduate School here. 

 

The University: LSU includes institutions, facilities and programs in each of Louisiana’s 64 

parishes, and its campuses stretch the length of the state from New Orleans to Shreveport. Each 

institution plays a vital role in preparing students to incorporate new knowledge and technologies 

into their daily lives. LSU researchers across Louisiana are working on developing a wide range of 

innovations to improve quality of life by studying issues such as disease management, advance 

medical treatments, obesity, coastal protection, hurricane preparedness, energy, natural resource 

management and agriculture, among others. Louisiana’s Flagship University is a land-, sea- and 

space-grant institution with academic programs in all areas of science, engineering, humanities, arts 

and social sciences.  

 

EEO Statement: LSU is committed to diversity and is an equal opportunity / equal access employer. 

https://entomology.lsu.edu/faculty.html
http://www.coleopterasystematics.com/
https://entomology.lsu.edu/prospective.html
https://sites01.lsu.edu/wp/graduateschool/graduate-admission-application-generator/

